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UPCOMING

EVENTS
BBQ Chicken &
Shrimp
Fundraiser
October 24

Fall Work Day
November 7

Membership
Banquet
November 7

Hobby Retreat
December 4-6

Primary Day
Retreat
Grades K-2
December 5

Senior High
Retreat
Grades 9-12
January 8-10

Junior High
Retreat
Grades 6-8
January 15-17

Primary Retreat
Grades 3-5
January 22-24

A "Normal" Summer
The months leading up to this year’s
summer camp were full of uncertainty. Will
we be able to have camp? Should we have
camp? If we do have camp, what will it
look like? Will it resemble anything that the
campers have come to know and love?
In all of the uncertainty, there
was one thing that was certain, God.
Romans 8:28 says, “And we know that
in all things God works for the good of those
who love him, who have been called according
to his purpose.” Our purpose here at camp is
to see campers drawn closer to Jesus. So, we
decided that we were going to press on with
camp.
As we pressed on, the weeks of camp
were condensed from June and July, to just
July. There were new state rules and guidelines
that we made provisions for during camp. The
biggest modification to summer camp was
Family Groups. The Family Groups consisted
of 2-3 cabins and the campers did everything
with those cabins. When the Family Group
was together, they didn’t need to wear their
masks or worry about social distancing. It was
as if there were 2-3 separate camps running
at the same time, but they came together
for meals and chapels. During the meals
and chapel times, they had assigned seats
that were distanced from the other Family
Groups. Whenever you were near someone
from a different Family Group (in the dining
hall, etc.), you would “mask up”. This was
something that everyone quickly adapted to
doing. Having the Family Groups allowed for
the campers to have to wear a mask as little as
possible. As a result, the campers were able
to have an almost “normal” week of camp.
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Here are some of the "Normal" things
that happened this summer. God was working.
He brought the campers and staff that He
wanted here, then He worked on each of our
hearts. With only 4 weeks of summer camp,
instead of 7, we still had 270 registrations,
compared to last year’s 385. Of those 270
campers, these decisions were made:
8 - 1st time commitments for Christ
14 – Rededicated their lives
57 – Prayed for assurance of their salvation
12 – Made other specific commitments
That is why we do what we do, to
see campers drawn closer to Jesus and make
commitments to follow Him. I'm very thankful
that we were able to have camp this year
and for God's Hand on the summer. Thank
you for trusting us with your children and
grandchildren in this difficult time. It is a
responsibility that we don't take lightly. Thank
you for your prayers and support during this
unique season. We couldn’t do this without
you doing your part to support the ministry
here at Cove Valley Camp! Blessings.
- Eric Roth (aka Super Duper)
Program Director

Family Camp
This summer we had a fantastic retreat! Families swam, canoed, worshiped, ate ice cream,
and fellowshipped together. There was a lot of ziplining, watersliding, and happy faces
everywhere you went. We were blessed to have Delton Lehman as
our speaker! Thank you to everyone who came this summer and
made it a wonderful Family Camp!
Thanks to the 2020 Committee
Members that helped to plan
this year's event:
Adam & Heather Defenderfer
Seth & Brittany Eby
Sanjeev & Rebekah Kuriakose

Summer Camp Reflections
"Fix, fix, fix your eyes on eternal things. Alright! Carry
the vision of Jesus Christ for 2020 sight!"
- A song we sang at the beginning of summer that
was a glimpse of what was to come.
Camp offers a great combination of God, kids
and fun! Camp is a mission field and offers a front row
seat to watch God work. That is just what happened
this summer. What a thrill to see God bring kids out
of darkness into His wonderful light then share their
excitement about the start of their journey of knowing
God. Eternal things. How cool to see God move kids to
re-view their faith walk and desire to make adjustments.
Eternal things. While there were kids who made no
decisions, they were faced with God’s truth. Who
knows what may happen that we didn’t get to see this
summer. Eternal things. A front row seat in the midst of
games and fishing and canoeing and pretty sweet crafts,
including potato people. Particularly special to me were
opportunities to read Scripture, share Scripture during

This group of campers just
completed their Super Hero
Training on how to "Fix their
Eyes on Eternal Things".
“Cove Valley is my only safe place.” These
words, spoken or unspoken, were the ones that stood
out to me most this summer—mainly because I heard
them multiple times each week. My heart breaks for the
number of kids who did not
want to return home not just
because they had an amazing
time at camp (which they
certainly did!), but because
of a broken home life or
bad influences among their
friends. Yet what a testament
to the camp’s staff in how
they have been able to build
these relationships with kids
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conversations and make spiritual connections between
life and the Word. All of this, while watching God work.
It was a super duper summer of fixing our eyes
on God and on what He was doing, seeing evidence of
the unseen. It is eternal
and it is good. I am glad I
had a front row seat to see
it all and participate in it.
What a view!
With motions,
please: II Corinthians 4:18
– “So we fix our eyes, not
on what is seen, but on
what is unseen, for what is
seen is temporary, but what
is unseen is eternal.”
II Corinthians 4:1-8
- Julie Brookens (aka Duper)
Female Program Director's Assistant

Left to Right: Super
DEE Duper, Super
Duper, and Duper

in a way that pursues them spiritually but also gives
them a space to feel at home when no where else fits
that category.
While that feeling of “home” may have been a
constant throughout the summer, that was about it for
consistency. I mean, you know it was a unique summer
when you only play Capture the Pookie in the meadow
once, or when the only cabin to stay in Split Rock Roost
was a Cricketeer girls’ cabin, or when the combined
ages of the program staff was older than any person
alive. It was strange…but we had the same good God
and He was just as much at work! Thank you, Cove
Valley, for continuing to be faithful!
- Matthew Geary (aka Super DEE Duper),
Male Program Director's Assistant
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A/V Techs
Emma Allen
Josh Frey
Josiah Murphy
Ben Ramos
Treslyn Staggs
Erin Walsh

Back-up Staff
Kirstyn Hunsberger
Cooks
Norma Barnes
Deloris Elliott
Sarah Eshleman
Cheryl Martin
Jerri Martin
Kim Martin
Heidi Myers
Anna Roth*
Becky Sauder
"God answered our
prayers continuously in
family groups."

Elective Leaders
Jerry Roth*
Kristen Varner

Jr. Counselors/Kitchen Aides
Corrina Angle
Zach Blair

Kylie Burkholder
Wyatt Byers
Evelyn Ebersole
Cooper Eby
Levi Funk
Lynn Hanson
Christian Hartman
Erica Matthews
Allison Miller
Lauren Miller
Caleb Sollenberger
Caleb Subirias
"Girls in the cabin opened
up to me a bit and showed
genuine interest in
following Jesus."
Kitchen Hostesses
Emily Frey
Gracie Murphy
Lifeguard
Harley Lane

Maintenance Helpers
Wyatt Boyer
Shane Eshleman
Shane Hanson
Dominic Martin
Brennan Reaves*
Gavin Reaves*
Ethan Sollenberger
"I loved seeing God at work
through counselors in some
of the tough cabins."
Nurses
Cindy Hartman
Kristen Lehman
Dianne Maust
Deb Sarvis*

Program Director's Assistants
Julie Brookens*
Matthew Geary

Speakers
Nanette Lackey *
Delton Lehman
Chevy Martin
Hannah Martin
James Reaves
"I saw God speak to me in my
quiet time and challenge me
this week to run on
His strength."

Sr. Counselors
Caden Eby
Bethany Geary
Alyssa Horne
Callie Houck
Dylan Hunsecker
Dennis Kull
Isaac Leszczar
Julianna Subirias
Kayla Wadel

Trading Post Manager
Valerie Roth

* = Volunteers
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Man Camp

Trail Life USA northeast region rented
the camp for their Man Camp 2020. Over
100 boys from 25 different troops and 9 states
came for the week. These middle and high
school boys honed their skills in archery,
shotgun, .22 riflery, rope work, woods tools,
zip line, climbing wall, rapelling, aquatics,
canoeing, and kayaking. New this year, they
learned some Man Skills which
included learning to tie a neck
tie. Other activities included
daily chapel, Holey Canoe race,
The Quest for the Holy Grail,
and the Patrol Challenge. The
week culminated with a race
around the lake in rafts built by
the boys, fashioned out of 55
gallon drums and birch logs that
were lashed together. This was
one of the camp's largest rental
groups for the year.
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Cove Valley Youth Camp charters a
Trail Life USA Boys Troop, and an American
Heritage Girls Troop. Both groups are for
grades K-12. They meet 2-3 times per month
during the school year. If you are interested
in either program you can contact them via
email at: cvyctroops@gmail.com
- Paul Frey, Maintenance Director

Jonathan Rotz (20)
President
Charles Dean (22)
Vice President
Cedric Roth (20)
Secretary
Hans Lehman (21)
Treasurer
Royce Eby (22)
Peter Frey (21)
Scott Sollenberger (22)
Chad Wadel (23)

Full Time Staff
Allen Eshleman
Camp Director
Paul Frey
Maintenance Director

Financial/Rental Report
The mercies of God never cease.
When the changes came down in March as a
result of the Corona Virus, who knew what
was going to happen with guest groups and
our summer camps. Guest groups started
canceling left and right. Summer camps were
put on hold. Everyone was put on lockdown.
Questions arose. How are we going to
pay our staff? Are people going to be laid off?
Did we need to take a cut in pay? If there was
no summer camp what would our ministry
look like? All these were questions whose
answers changed week by week.
Since 1966, the camp existed to
minister to youth. To fulfilll that mission, the
summer camp fees are designed to be lower
than needed. Guest groups supply 10-12%
of the financial resources needed for summer
camp expenses and to help cover operating
expenses. It was a little scary when guest
groups started cancelling.
It actually helped financially when
camps were condensed into July and
combined so that we didn't have as many
weeks. Funds were used more efficiently.
The staff also tightened their belts and froze

Board of Directors

spending. (We greatly missed ministering
to the precious people that would have
participated in the Golden Age Retreat.)
As a result, heading into September,
the camp is in fairly good shape financially.
The Payroll Protection Plan which was part
of the CARE package from Congress was a
blessing that covered a portion of the payroll
that would be incurred in the spring and
first part of the summer. Between April and
August, income was down 52% for guest
groups ($52,000 lost), down 29.3% for
summer camp registrations, and up 39.3%
from contributions ($6,400 more). On the
other side, expenses were down 25%.
Moving forward, the next few months
will be important as we look to build up
money to make it through the lean winter
months. A few groups have cancelled already.
Any reserves can be used up quickly. Pray
that God will help us tighten the belt where
we need to and donations will come in so that
we may continue to minister to those who
need a special dose of God’s mercies.
- Allen Eshleman, Camp Director

Eric Roth
Program Director

Part Time Staff
Amy Frey
Food Service Director
Kristi Eshleman
Food Service Assistant
Darlene Shaffer
Housekeeping
AJ Eshleman
Program Assistant
Cove Valley News is a
quarterly publication of
Cove Valley Christian
Youth Camp.
Editors: Eric Roth &
AJ Eshleman
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Help us save money on postage and printing by receiving the newsletter electronically.
To do so, email programassistant@covevalleycamp.com and provide us with your email address.

Follow us on
Facebook and
Instagram to keep
updated on the
latest camp events
and to see some
fun memories.

Upcoming Benefit Events
BBQ Chicken & Shrimp
Fundraiser
October 24

Fall Work Day &
Membership Banquet
November 7

Contact the camp if you plan to attend.

Open Rental Dates

Weekdays Available (call for open dates)
To check for open weekends go to www.covevalleycamp.com and "Check
Availability" under the "Rental Facilities" menu.
@covevalleycamp
Cove Valley
Christian Youth
Camp exists to
provide a place and
the opportunity for
Christian teaching
and fellowship along
with wholesome and
guided recreation
in a Christ-like
atmosphere.

For more information visit: www.covevalleycamp.com.

Praises:
* The many lives that
were impacted for
Christ at this year's
Summer Camps
* Program & Food
Service Assistant
positions have been
filled
* A new Mac (Thanks to
everyone that donated.)
* Board Members who
give their time to serve
the camp

Needs List:
* Donations to help replace
lost income
* Donors to help replenish
the Scholarship Fund
* Volunteers to help with
various projects around
camp
* Mountain Pie Makers
*

3 New Quality Laptops

*

New Warmer for the
Kitchen

Prayer Requests:
*

God's Wisdom and
Direction as the camp
moves forward

*

For lives to be impacted
for Christ at our Winter
Retreats

* Pray that God would
provide through the
BBQ Chicken & Shrimp
Fundraiser
* Wisdom & Discernment for
the Board as they lead

